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Coinneamh na Comataidh – Committee Meeting
7.30f
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis
20.04.09
1. An làthair is leisgeulan

Iain MacIlleChiar, Dawn Morgan, Ellen Crawford, Gordon Douglas, Dolina Grant (CLD Officer – Gaelic)
Leisgeulan – Seonaidh MacKenzie, Karen Miller, Moira MacDonald, Brian O hEadhra
In the absence of Brian, Iain MacIlleChiar agreed to chair the meeting.

2. Geàrr-chunntas na coinneamh mu dheireadh / Previous minutes

Ellen asked for the minute to be amended to show that she was present at the meeting. 

The minutes from 16.03.09 were then approved, proposed by Ellen, seconded by Dawn.

3. Gnothaichean ag èirigh/ Matters arising not already on agenda

There were no matters arising. 
4. Na Meadhanan agus Ìomhaigh Poblach Coimhearsnachd na Gàidhlig / Press and Gaelic Community Public Image

The dreadful and potentially very damaging publicity in the Press and Journal article of the 28th March was discussed. Despite the gutter press tone of the article it was felt to have been fortunate that this happened on the first day of the holiday and was therefore not continued as might have happened at another time.

The committee felt that it is important to counteract this bad publicity with lots of good publicity about the school and wider Gaelic community. Events occurring this term were discussed and the potential for good publicity eg Fun Run, Local Mod. 
5. Pre-school

55 children have registered for sgoil-àraich next session. This includes 24 new entrants. 
It is believed that CNSA are hoping to re-establish pre-school provision at Kinmylies from August 2009. There is a CNSA Parent and Toddler group at Smithton but there is presently no play leader for this group. 
6. Bun-sgoil / Primary

30 children are enrolled for P1 in August. 
There is to be an Open Evening on Friday. Community groups and Gaelic organisations have been invited to have information stalls. The evening has been advertised to the wider community. There will be some performances in the hall – Còisir Òg, step dancing, singing etc.
The Fun Run is due to take place on the 22nd May.

It was agreed that the Acting Head Teacher or a representative from the bun-sgoil should be invited to attend CnP meetings.

7. Ard-sgoil / High School

Catrìona Johnson has been appointed to the post of Principal Teacher at the IRA. There have been several applicants for the subject post and staffing will be confirmed by the end of April. 2nd years are presently making their subject choices for next year. There are some concerns that the 3 science subjects and Gaelic cannot be taken together. Once choices have been made Mr Considine will advise parents which subjects will be available in Gaelic-medium. There is a parents' evening tomorrow. Iain offered to discuss curriculum choices with Mr Considine. 
Although the committee is uncertain of the exact numbers this year opting for the IRA, there is concern that many children are not continuing to Gaelic-medium secondary. It was felt that this situation will gradually improve with many families choosing to move into the area to be closer to the school. Also with increased liaison and collaboration between the IRA and the bun-sgoil, it is hoped that the IRA will be seen by all to be the default high school. 
8. Treasurer’s Report
There was no treasurer's report available.
9. Comann nam Pàrant (Nàiseanta)

Dawn reported that the conference was successful and well-attended with approx. 100 delegates present. There will be a report from the conference. It was felt that in the main the translation worked well for the lectures.
AGM is provisionally to be held on the 22nd May in Edinburgh. Speakers to be confirmed.
10. AOCB

The committee considered a paper which proposes that one parent representative body could result in more unity within the BSGI and wider Gaelic community. Although there was agreement that having only one group made sense in many respects and that having two has led to division, there were concerns about CnP raising the matter at present given the sensitivity of the situation. It was decided to raise the matter at national level and to propose a policy that CnP(N) do not want Parent Councils to be established at Gaelic schools due to the potential for division. 
Upcoming events

Fèis are holding a ceilidh at Drakies Hall on Saturday. 

There will be a dance with Meantime at Farr hall on 23rd May. 

Dolly said that there will be a sports club starting at BSGI in 2 weeks time.

11. Next meeting

Monday 25th May, 7.30pm at BSGI.


