High School Meeting
Diardaoin 29 Sultain / Thursday 29th September 2011

Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis
7.30f

Notes from Meeting

Present – Toby Stainton, Lisa Thomson, Dawn Morgan, Magaidh Wentworth, Kenny MacKenzie, Catrìona MacPhee, Mairi Grant, Andrew Ferguson

Dawn welcomed those present and handed over to Toby to chair the meeting. He outlined the rationale behind the meeting which was to review provision at the IRA and to hear parents' experiences.

1. Cuspairean / Subject Provision 

Catriona summarised the present situation as regards subject provision and staffing.

Subjects presently offered being -  Gaelic, GM History, Geography and Modern Studies. Some PSE is GM.

Catriona MacPhee and Catriona Johnson are presently teaching these subjects to GM pupils. Another member of staff has recently been appointed to teach Modern Studies following the departure of Mary Ellen Stewart last term. 

Christine Campbell teaches Gaelic Learners and is due to retire. It is believed that there are no plans to replace her at present. This will leave a team of 3 in the Gaelic department. 

Maths was initially offered. This was felt by a parent to be difficult due to different abilities within the GM class. 

It was reported that more than half the GM children continue beyond S2 with GM subjects. Standard Grade History, Geography and Modern Studies are currently offered though they presently all fall within the same options column as social subjects.

Presently only Gaelic is to be offered at Higher level. 

Parents commented that continuity of subject provision is important as children can find it difficult to transfer vocabulary in some subjects such as maths which had only been offered in GM to S2.

There would appear to be no plans to increase subject provision at present – CnP felt that the school should aim to provide the minimum target in the HC Gaelic Plan which is for Gaelic plus 5 GM subjects to be offered at secondary level.

2. Siubhal / Transport

A correspondence had been received from a parent in advance of the meeting regarding transport concerns. None of the parents present had experience of transport so it was not possible to discuss this further. Agreed that CnP will clarify the transport available to the IRA with the HC.

3. GISBE / AOCB

CnP were asked to continue to lobby for a Gaelic Education link at HC as this post has not been filled following Donald John MacLeod's departure. Magaidh stated that CnP(N) had been in correspondence with Hugh Fraser over this issue but that the group would chase this up again.

4. An Ath Cheum / Next Steps

CnP (Inbhir Nis) would like to build on this meeting and increase communication and liaison with the IRA.

IRA teaching staff to be informed re CnP (IN) committee meetings.

CnP(IN) to ask for a meeting with Mr MacKinlay to introduce ourselves and offer our support re GM.
