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COINNEAMH FHIOSRACHAIDH – INFORMATION MEETING

Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis

Diluain 28 Dàmhair 2009,  7.00f
1. An làthair agus leisgeulan / Present and Apologies
Dawn Morgan, Magaidh Wentworth, Ellen Crawford, Margaret Mulholland, Brian O hEadhra, Lisa Howarth, Dolina Grant, Iain Hamilton, DJ MacIntyre, Tia Thomson, John Finnie, Donald Morrison, Mary Morrison, Gordon Douglas, Roy Pedersen, Donald MacNeil, Catrìona MacPhee, Mary Ellen Stewart, Rhona MacDonald, Catrìona Johnson, Seonag Anderson, Alan MacDonald, Maria Cuthbert, Lisa Thomson 

Apologies – John Considine, Hugh Fraser, Arthur Cormack
Brian O hEadhra (Chairperson) welcomed all those present and introduced the two guest speakers/pannelists – Cllr Roy Pedersen (Highland Council) and Donald MacNeil (Gaelic Manager, Highland Council). He explained that Arthur Cormack who had also agreed to attend had been unable to do so due to illness. 

Àrd-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis – A Gaelic-medium High School for Inverness

Donald MacNeil was asked to begin the discussion. He said that a Gaelic-medium secondary was presently an ambitious endeavour but that he was not saying that it was not worth pursuing. He mentioned the Highland Council's Gaelic plan and that it's main focus is on Gaelic medium education. However, the need for a secondary would need to be balanced alongside the plan's many other commitments. He added that money and proposals are in place to invest in the capital of the IRA and to enhance the infrastructure of the present secondary provision. 

Roy Pedersen agreed with Donald and said that any provision would be demand driven. He added that the demand has been demonstrated at BSGI for Gaelic primary provision and said that a second primary would need to be considered also. He felt that this would then create a critical mass enabling the establishment of a separate GM secondary.

Brian mentioned how successful the GM secondary has been in Glasgow. He has spoken with Hugh Fraser (Director, ECS) who has agreed to work with CnP and other groups in setting up a working group looking at the concept of a Gaelic secondary school. This group will hopefully meet in early November.

Roy said that the increase in housing in the south of Inverness will put additional pressure on secondary provision and that there may be an opportunity for a Gaelic secondary.

Catrìona Johnson (Head of Gaelic, IRA) said that the Gaelic-medium provision at the IRA is becoming well established with four full-time staff and with Gaelic, Modern Studies, History and Geography being covered. She added that there is a good atmosphere within the "Gaelic huts". She is concerned that there are not enough Gaelic secondary teachers to enable a dedicated Gaelic high school. Brian said that there will not be enough staff until attractive jobs are created for them.

Donald MacNeil said that the Highland Council are looking at incentives for Gaelic teachers – golden hellos, housing, CPD etc – to create more attractive packages. He added that quality control would be a necessary part of this.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig have a full-time teacher recruitment officer who works closely with CnaG and CnP. However, it will take time to see the effects of this on teacher numbers. Catrìona MacPhee feels that existing teachers are reluctant to transfer from the English sector and that growth will come from new school leavers. Donald MacNeil said that there is much to be done in ensuring that the Careers Service are promoting careers in Gaelic/retraining.

Mary Ellen Stewart commented that the lack of resources is still off-putting to teachers and that the job is considered to be easier in the English sector. 

Donald MacNeil mentioned that core subjects are being considered for GM provision in an attempt to increase resources. Storlann was also commended for the resources they are producing.

Brian said that parental groups need to keep pushing this agenda.

The first GM Modern Studies pupils are being presented this year at the IRA.

Catrìona MacPhee feel that it would be better for the pupil's social experience that the numbers be higher before a dedicated high school be established,

Donald Morrison added that parental confidence in GM secondary is low beyond S2 and also said that transport issues need to be considered.

In conclusion, the meeting agreed that the vision of a Gaelic medium secondary is sound as a longterm ambition, but it was accepted that there are many hurdles to be crossed.

Gaelic Hub and Cùram Chloinne Inbhir Nis Pre-school Centre

Roy Pedersen gave an overview of this long standing vision for a Gaelic energy centre where Gaelic organisations could be co-located and where Gaelic would be the expected language spoken. 

He explained that the land beside BSGI is owned by the Highland Council but if development does not begin within a year on this land then it will revert to the developer who will most likely build houses upon it. There are also conditions that the land be used for community, educational or cultural use.

He said that Cùram Chloinne Inbhir Nis have been working towards building a pre-school centre on that piece of land and had commissioned research into this. They are now working as part of a larger joint project with Gaelic organisations who would have office space in the building. It is also anticipated that there will be provision for social spaces eg café, meetings rooms and exhibition space.

A consultant has been funded by Bòrd na Gàidhlig to carry out a scoping study on the project which will look at space requirements, cost and process required. They will also assess funding possibilities. A working group has been set up which will be facilitated by Fòram Gàidhlig Inbhir Nis.

Brian added that there is also a possibility of a cultural/Gaelic hub at Beechwood but this is felt to be some way in the future as yet.

John Finnie added that this is a fantastic opportunity for a development beside the school. The meeting was then brought to a close.

