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Comann nam Pàrant (Inbhir Nis)

Coinneamh na Comataidh – Committee Meeting

Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis

7.30f  Diluain 25 Cèitean 2009  

1. An làthair agus leisgeulan / Present and Apologies
Dawn Morgan, Brian O h Eadhra, Chris Williams, Ellen Crawford, Gordon Douglas

Apologies – Seonaidh MacKenzie, John Considine
2. Gearr-chunntas na coinneimh mu dheireadh / Previous Minutes
Approved by Ellen Crawford, seconded by Gordon Douglas.

3. Gnothaichean ag èirigh / Matters Arising
The BSGI Ruith Spòrsail was well attended and successful. CnP had been present at the Community Open evening.

Sports club – there has been no more information concerning this. 
4. Brosnachadh Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidhlig gu h-ionadail / Local Gaelic Medium Education Provision
Brian stated that he feels that promotion of GME should be our main focus. Various promotion ideas were discussed. CnP has had a presence at public events previously to raise awareness of GME.

It was agreed that a press release would be circulated publishing the very positive entrance figures for GME in Inverness next session.

It was also agreed to invite the Parental Officer, Magaidh Wentworth, to a future committee meeting to discuss the group’s direction and remit.

Action: Brian
5. Ro-sgoil / Pre-school
It was reported that Ceuman Beaga would need new playleaders next session. There was concern expressed at the numbers entering GME prior to the bun-sgoil, but it was felt that this was not strictly our remit, but that of CNSA.

6. Bun-sgoil / Primary
A meeting for parents was held recently at BSGI by the Highland Council to discuss the establishment of a new Parent Council. It was felt that the meeting had been positive and that the council had handled the situation well. Highland Council did state at this meeting that there did not have to be a Parent Council, however elections are currently underway with 17 candidates having put their names forward for 8 places. The results of the postal ballot should be known by the end of the week with the first meeting planned for next week.

It was agreed to contact the chair of the new PC once elected and suggest that a joint meeting be held as soon as possible between the PC and CnP. 
7. Àrd-sgoil / High School
a) IRA – Cuspairean S3 agus Dreuchdan / S3 Subjects and Appointments

An update on staffing has been received from John Considine, IRA Rector. Catrìona Johnson has been appointed as permanent full-time Principle Teacher of Gaelic and other newly appointed staff are Catrìona MacPhee and Mary-Ellen Stewart. This allows the IRA to offer history, geography and modern studies all through the medium of Gaelic at S3. Although the take up of GM subjects is low this year it is expected that this will change as the provision develops. Christine Campbell and Lena Walker are also fully committed at the IRA but John states that they will assist Millburn where they are able.

b) Buidheann-obrach Àrd-sgoile / GM Secondary working group
Brian has spoken with Hugh Fraser (Director, ECS) who agreed with the proposal that a working group be set up to further secondary GME provision in Inverness. It is proposed that this group consist of representatives of CnP, BSGI parent Council, HC, BSGI, IRA, BnG and any other relevant individuals and it is envisaged might meet twice annually. It is hoped to form the group shortly once a new Parent Council is elected and then meet before the end of the session. CnP (Inbhir Nis) should prepare a list of questions for this meeting. 

It was agreed that a letter be drafted to councillors (Inverness, Education and Gaelic committees) praising the Council’s support for GME and stating how positive matters are at primary level, but that we must now prepare for growth at the secondary level and ultimately plan for a Gaelic secondary. The letter should be sent in individual envelopes to HQ and with copies to relevant individuals eg John Considine, Donald MacNeill, Rosemary Ward, Kirsteen Wells, Magaidh Wentworth etc

Action: Gordon, Ellen, Dawn 

8. Treasurer Report

Balance as of 06.05.09 is £339.16. An auditor is to be found before September.

Action: Chris

9. Comann nam Pàrant (Nàiseanta) 

Dawn reported that the AGM was held in Edinburgh on 22nd May. Donald Morris from CnaG gave a talk on Language Initiatives. A short committee meeting was held following the AGM to elect office bearers and to set a schedule of meetings for the year. Dawn was re-elected to the post of Chairperson. 

10. Taic Freumhan Coimhearsnachd / Community Funding - BnG
It was agreed to submit an application to the BnG community funding, Taic Freumhan Coimhearsnachd for project funding to run 10 x 2hr sessions to support parents, with a number of themes, inc. Gaelic Games, Storytelling, Gaelic Awareness, specific vocabulary for Health issues, sports etc. There would need to be a Project organiser to manage the project and a creche would be necessary. It is envisaged that the sessions would take place on Saturday mornings – perhaps monthly over the course of the next school session.

Action: Dawn/Brian

11. GISBE / AOCB
AGM 28th September 2009. Theme – Future of Gaelic-medium secondary in Inverness. Speakers to be invited – Mary Galbraith, CnP (Glaschu), John Considine (IRA).

Action: Brian – invite speakers, arrange for simultaneous translation

Dawn – book facility

12. Ath choinneamh / Next meeting

24th August.


