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Coinneamh na Comataidh

 Committee Meeting

Diluain 5  Sultain/September 2011

128 Culduthel Park

1. An làthair agus leisgeulan / Present and Apologies
Dawn Morgan, Mags Aburn, Toby Stainton, Iain Hamilton, Dolly Grant, Mary Morrison, Ellen Crawford 

Apologies: Annika Jansson, Catherine MacNeil & Lisa Thomson
2. Gearr-chunntas na coinneimh mu dheireadh / Previous Minutes
5. Ard-sgoil/ Secondary GME

Amendment: ...it is believed 8 members of staff throughout the IRA have to leave as a result of budget cuts.

10. Comann nam Parant Naiseanta AGM

Proposed by Toby, seconded by Dawn. 

3. Gnothaichean ag èirigh / Matters Arising
3. The response from Mr Gimson, Chairman of the Lochardil Community Council, re his objections to the Hub development, was discussed. It was felt there is no need to reply, we have made our point.

4. Sgrùdadh air Luchd-taic clas / Classroom Assistant Review

The main report has been delayed, it will probably not be available until early next year.

5. Àrd-sgoil / Secondary GME

Mary informed the Committee that parents of GME children starting in S1 at the IRA, felt really let down by the school, there was no helpful information given to them when the school reopened after the summer holidays.  There was also no support provided for the children.  There are a number of issues requiring attention.

It was suggested that CnP organise a meeting for parents of GME students, to hear their views and decided thereafter how best to take the issues forward.  Mary felt that this would help IRA parents feel supported. All relevant parents would be contacted by letter.  A provisional date of Thursday 29th September, 7.30pm at BSGI was set.

6. Luchd-obrach BSGI / BSGI Staffing Situation

It is felt to be unsettling for the children of BSGI to have had so many teachers per class over recent years, and such a high turnover of Head Teachers. It was suggested that Clifford Cooke be informed of this situation and to ask the Parent Council if they are taking this forward, by adding it as an Agenda item for their next meeting

7. Làithean Teaghlaich/ Gaelic Family Days

The trip to Newtonmore will be postponed until spring onwards

8. Mòr-Ionad Gàidhlig / Gaelic Hub Update

No further info – it is still sitting with the Planning office

9. A’Coimhead air Adhart – FMG ann an Inbhir Nis san àm ri Teachd / Future of GM Provision in Inverness

There are 70 children in Sgoil-àraidh, 154 pupils P1-P7. It was suggested that we write Hugh Fraser and start to campaign actively for another Primary school in the town, as BSGI is likely to be at capacity in around 3 years time.

10. Aithisg Ionmhasair / Treasurer’s Report
Iain informed us that the OSCAR info. has been sent in, a full report will be needed in about a month

 11. Airgead Ealain / Arts Funding

A meeting will need to be arranged to discuss submitting a funding application to the newly set up Traditional Arts Small Projects Fund.

Ideas discussed included Kitchen Storytelling, with Maple Court / Bogbain as potential venues. Whiskey tasting and a talk on place names around the area

12. Pàrantan Ùra / Engaging New Parents 

Dolly informed us of a New Parents event planned for 23/9/11at BSGI, also a daytime event planned for 1/10/11

13. Comann nam Pàrant Nàiseanta  

Kenneth Mackenzie from Dingwall has been appointed as an additional employee to CnP(N) through the CnaG Graduate Placement Scheme. This will be for a year.

Catherine MacNeil –passed on two items of note to Dawn: 

Herself and Catriona Grant (Parental Advisors) are to meet Magaidh tomorrow. She also reported that the Parent Council are planning to hold a Halloween Disco.

14. GISBE / AOCB

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the disappointing lack of musical tuition available to children at BSGI – only string tuition is being offered at present to children from P5.  It is felt that the Highland Council is failing to provide a decent service. The tuition is available only in English despite requests to employ Gaelic speakers to tutor within the Gaelic school.

Although too late for this year, perhaps the situation could be improved upon by next August.  Mags and Iain to write on behalf of CnP, to Norman Bolton. 
15. Ath choinneamh / Next Meeting

Monday 3rd October, BSGI, 8pm

