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Coinneamh na Comataidh – Committee Meeting
7.30f
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis
05.01.09
1) An làthair is leisgeulan

Committee members: Brian O hEadhra, Karen Miller, Gòrdon Douglas, Chris Williams, Dawn Morgan
Others present: Marion MacLeod

Leisgeulan – Seonaidh MacKenzie, Ellen Crawford, Dolina Grant

2) Geàrr-chunntas na coinneamh mu dheireadh / Previous minutes

The previous minutes from 01.09.08 were approved – proposed by Chris, seconded by Gordon.

3) Gnothaichean ag èirigh/ Matters arising not already on agenda

Seonaidh has agreed to take the role of vice-chair.

The CnP (Inbhir Nis) website is now live at cnp-inbhirnis.com having been created by Brian. There is information on the website about GM education, CnP, minutes of CnP meetings and local news and events. 

4) Bun-sgoil / Primary

BSGI Management Committee

It was agreed that Dawn would represent CnP on the management committee, nominated by Brian and seconded by Chris. 

Action: Brian to inform the chair, Alan Campbell.

There was discussion as to whether there should be a Primary school representative. It was agreed to discuss further at the next meeting. There are not presently any pre-school reps and it was agreed to invite the chair of Ceuman Beaga to the next meeting to increase liaison with pre-school groups.

Action: Dawn

Transport

It was agreed at an open meeting of the BSGI Parent Council on 1st December that there would be liaison between members of CnP and PC on the continuing transport issues. Dawn and Chris met with PC members on 9th December and updated them on the work done so far by CnP and by individual parents. The PC agreed to raise some of the concerns discussed with the school.

Minutes from the meeting will be distributed to CnP committee. The PC is to hold an Open Evening on the 20th January at which HC representatives will be present. It was agreed that CnP would present a list of questions re outstanding issues to the officials at that meeting. We should also ask for written conclusions from that meeting to be distributed to the Parent Forum.

Action: Dawn – collate list and pass to officials in advance of meeting.

Marion MacLeod reiterated her concerns regarding the transport situation.

Responses to letters from Fergus Ewing MSP and Dave Stewart, MSP were circulated. Dave Stewart met with Ron MacKenzie (Head of Support Services) on 22nd December to discuss parents’ concerns. These letters stated that the buses are service buses on which all parents may travel. This information is still to be accurately communicated to parents. They indicated that the situation is unlikely to change regarding the usage of service buses, but that the council were reviewing the provision and are looking at ways in which it may be improved regarding journey times etc. Penalties have been imposed on Stagecoach regarding the operational issues.

It was suggested that a Stagecoach rep should be in attendance at the meeting on 20th January.

It was noted that a family concerned about the transport issues has now left the school.

5) Ro-sgoil / Pre-school

It was reported that new playleaders are being sought for the Culloden parent and toddler group and it was also believed that there are attempts to set up provision again in Kinmylies.

6) Ard-sgoil / High School

Brian reported that he and Dawn met with John Considine, Rector IRA, at the end of last term to discuss proposed provision in year 3 and future secondary strategy.  They found him to be very helpful and felt that he was making efforts to improve the provision at the school but many difficulties regarding the recruitment of secondary staff are still being encountered. Brian has since received an e-mail from John outlining the HC’s proposals to help increase secondary teacher numbers and requesting parental support for these initiatives – which included:

Support for Continuing Professional Development

Link with Chartered Teacher scheme

Proposal that there be a “Golden Hello” for probationers agreeing to enter Gaelic-medium at secondary level.

It was agreed that CnP should write to Hamish Fraser in support of these proposed initiatives with copies to Donald MacNeil, Fergus Ewing and Rosemary Ward.

Donnie MacDonald has now retired from his post of Head of Education.

Brian suggested that CnP apply for funding to prepare a strategy for secondary GM provision in Inverness. A feasibility study was conducted by Foram Gàidhlig Inbhir Nis into a GM High school for Inverness, but an application for funding for a strategy was initially turned down by Bòrd na Gàidhlig. 

Action: Brian to contact Mary Galbraith and look into possibility of re-applying for funding.

7) Comann nam Pàrant (Nàiseanta)

There is a Committee meeting this Saturday in Glasgow. Dawn was asked to raise the issues of secondary teacher recruitment and transport at that meeting. Ceilidh on 20th March to be discussed at next meeting. 

8) Family Ceilidh / Ceilidh Teaghlaich

The BSGI Management committee have asked that we serve wine etc from boxes as opposed to BYOB. This was agreed. It was also agreed to contact Hamish MacDonald and ask if he would be willing to address the Haggis.

Food to be provided by all attending “Pot luck supper”

Action: Gordon to organise drink and a rota for serving

Dawn – advertise ceilidh and organise raffle etc

Brian – contact Dougie Beck re band. Contact Hamish MacDonald

9) AOCB

Mod tuition – progress uncertain. 

It was noted that a new Highland Gaelic Youth choir has been set up for secondary children.

Cnp has secured start up funding for a Gaelic choir for younger children (Coisir Òg Inbhir Nis)  from Bòrd na Gàidhlig community funding and once a committee is set up with a bank account will pass this to them.

It was noted that Cheryl Heggie is hoping to set up a Highland Dancing class. This is likely to be at Culduthel hall. 

Brian asked that future agendas contain a treasurer’s update.

10) Next meeting

Monday 9th February at BSGI


